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The idea of having treaties, negotiations and coexistence with the polytheists was not far from the 

Prophet's (SAWS) mind nor strange to him.  Many analysts would think that it is strange because the 

polytheists’ ideology is completely different than the Islamic creed. That is why many people would 

think the concept of coexistence between both communities is impossible.  

 

The facts about the Prophet's (SAWS) life show his true wish to coexist peacefully with communities 

around him no matter what their creed was.  He wished to coexist even with worshippers of idols, 

stars, trees or anything else.  

 

 The most important type of peaceful coexistence is in the form of treaties, conventions and even 

alliances at times for the sake of achieving an interest for common cause.  That concept, built on the 

love and design of peace, was not a result of experiencing the scourges of wars or disasters of 

battles.  It was a result of the philosophy of the Prophet (SAWS) which he was keen to implement 

from the emergence of the Islamic state.  

 

Books about the Prophet's (SAWS) biography refer to numerous treasured examples of treaties and 

alliances.  One of them was the treaty which the Prophet (SAWS) signed with the tribe of Banu-

Damorah[1], whose leader at the time was Makhshy Ibn-Amr al-Damory.  It was narrated[2] that the 

Prophet (SAWS) "reconciled" them.  We should take a closer look at the meaning of reconciliation[3] 

and how that word holds great meanings such as peace, serenity, tranquility and safety.  That 

reconciliation was during the month of Safar, year 2 A.H.[4], which was less than a year after the 

Prophet's (SAWS) migration[5].  This confirms the existence of coexistence since the early days of 

the Islamic state.  

 

 The Prophet (SAWS) also reconciled the tribe of Banu-Madlaj who lived at the region of Yanbu'. That 

was during the month of Gumada al-Awal, in the year 2 A.H.[6].  He also did the same thing with the 

tribes of Juhayna who lived in the area north west to Madinah[7].  

 

The Prophet (SAWS) tried to live in a peaceful and quiet environment with the neighboring tribes. He 

never wanted to fight and repeatedly showed preference to peace over war and harmony over 

dispute. 

 



 Even though treaties are all similar in their content, goals and consequences, there is still one 

important treaty that is different than all the others; the treaty of Hudaybiya. 

 

The Prophet (SAWS) went out with around 1,400 of his companions to perform ummrah[8] at 

Makkah after several years of exile.  They were carrying no weapons except their swords as all Arabs 

did.  Still, Quraysh did not allow them to perform this great act of worship, glorified by all Arabs, and 

almost started a war.  The Muslims got ready and waited for the Prophet (SAWS) to lead the war, 

except that he preferred peace and negotiations.  He (SAWS) said, "By the Name of Him in Whose 

Hands my soul is, if they (i.e. the Quraysh infidels) ask me anything which will respect the ordinances 

of Allah[9], I will grant it to them."  Then Budayl Ibn-Warqa' al-Khoza'y came with some persons from 

his tribe Khuza'a and they were the advisers of Allah's Messenger who would keep no secret from 

him and were from the people of Tihama.  Budayl said, "I left Ka’b Ibn-Lo'ay and 'Amir Ibn-Lo'ay 

residing at the profuse water of al-Hudaybiya and they had milch camels (or their women and 

children) with them, and will wage war against you, and will prevent you from visiting the Ka’ba."  

Allah's Messenger said, "We have not come to fight anyone, but to perform the ummrah. No doubt, 

the war has weakened Quraysh and they have suffered great losses, so if they wish, I will conclude a 

truce with them, during which they should refrain from interfering between me and the people (i.e. 

the Arab infidels other than Quraysh), and if I have victory over those infidels, Quraysh will have the 

option to embrace Islam as the other people do, if they wish; they will at least get strong enough to 

fight.  But if they do not accept the truce, by Allah in Whose Hands my life is, I will fight with them 

defending my cause until I get killed; but (I am sure) Allah will definitely make His Cause victorious." 

 

It was then Allah's (SWT) [10] will that the Prophet (SAWS) would reach an agreement that is so 

unjust to the Muslims in terms of human measures.  As to the measures of Allah (SWT), it was a 

great breakthrough. If it were any one other than the Prophet (SAWS), he would have started a war 

to get back at Quraysh after all they had done and after prohibiting the Muslims from performing 

pilgrimage.  Fighting them would have been easily justified by all Arabs who glorify the Ka’ba 

(although they were polytheists) and do not accept that anyone would be prohibited from visiting it.  

 

Among the most important indications that the Prophet (SAWS) was keen to abide by the treaties 

and not just sign them, is how he applied those strict rules to the Muslims from the first minute.  

Abu-Baseer[11], a man from Quraysh who had embraced Islam, came to Madinah after a short while 

from signing the treaty of Hudaybiya.  He wanted to join the Muslims, salvaging his religion from the 

polytheists of Makkah.  The people of Quraysh sent two men to the Prophet (SAWS) asking him to 

send Abu-Baseer back.  They asserted that this is what the treaty states, hence the Prophet (SAWS) 

sent Abu-Baseer with the two men[12] back to Quraysh.  

 

  

 



Truly, the Prophet (SAWS) was a man of his word.  He actually sent back a Muslim who had come to 

Madinah, at the time when Madinah needed men and soldiers most. Also there was a probability 

that this Muslim man might be pressured by potential torture and persecution of Quraysh and then 

turn away from Islam. However, the Prophet (SAWS) still sent him back since the treaty stated so, 

and he was determined to fullfill his promises. Abu-Baseer was surprised by the reaction of the 

Prophet (SAWS) and asked him if he was sending him back to the polytheists to mesmerize him. The 

Prophet (SAWS) asked him to set off and Allah (SWT) will surely create for him and all the vulnerable 

people a relief and escape.[13]  

 

Fullfilling the promise is not a choice for Muslims, it is a duty and a must.  

 

So the two men from Quraysh actually took Abu-Baseer and on their way to Makkah he was able to 

kill one and escape from the other.  So, where does the other polytheist go to? He fled to the 

Prophet's mosque.  He fled to the man whom he knew will give him safety and peace even if he was 

being pursued by a Muslim and even if he was a polythiest.  It is truly a sign.  

 

The polytheist entered the Prophet's (SAWS) mosque running, so when the Prophet (SAWS) saw him 

he sympathized with him.  The Prophet (SAWS) said "This man appears to have been frightened." 

When he reached the Prophet he said, "My companion has been murdered and I would have been 

murdered too." Abu-Baseer came and said, "O Allah's Apostle, by Allah, Allah has made you fulfill 

your obligations by your returning me to them (i.e. the Infidels), but Allah has saved me from them." 

The Prophet said, "Woe to his mother! What excellent war kindler he would be, should he only have 

supporters."[14].  

 

When Abu-Baseer heard these words he realized that the Prophet (SAWS) will send him back to the 

polythiests to prevent an impending war.  So he fled from Madinah until he reached the area of Saif 

al-Bahr[15] and he settled there.  He then started to forestall and rob convoys of Quraysh.    

 

Quraysh were unable to stop Abu-Baseer, at the same time they were unable to blame the Prophet 

(SAWS) because they knew he wasn't under his control since the treaty between them includes 

Muslims in Madinah only.  Then Muslims in Makkah heard of his place, so they decided to join him 

to support  him in forestalling Makkah's convoys.  So Abu-Jandal Ibn-Suhayl Ibn-Amr came after him 

and so did 70 other Muslims who could not catch up with Muslims in Madinah according to the 

treaty and could not stay in Makkah because of the torture they received from polytheists.  

Therefore, the severity of the clash between that Muslim group and convoys of Quraysh increased, 

until Quraysh finally decided to go to the Prophet (SAWS) to plead with him to take those Muslims 

with him at Madinah[16].  Then because the Prophet (SAWS) really wanted to live in peace with all 

the polythiests who lived around him, he accepted and brought them with him.  If he wished he 



would have left them to give Quraysh a hard time and weaken their strength and drain their wealth, 

but he was dealing with Quraysh with a pure soul that no one realized but the people who knew the 

Prophet (SAWS).  

 

After that incident, the whole region enjoyed peace. The Prophet (SAWS) was careful not to harm 

Quraysh in any way in order to guarantee that the treaty would continue for the longest time 

possible. To show just how peaceful things were at the time, let us review what was reported by al-

Bukhary and Muslim. Both scholars reported that Abu-Sufyan was in fact still conducting business at 

the Levant long after the treaty of Hudaybiya.  

 

Abu-Sufyan as well as the other traders were able to travel in peace to the Levant , even though the 

trade routes pass by Madinah and deep into the desert where many places are under the control of 

the Muslims.  That peace was a result of the unlimited faithfulness of Muslims.   

 

During one of his many business travels, Hercules asked Abu-Sufyan about the Prophet (SAWS), his 

characteristics and morals[17].  Hercules asked Abu-Sufyan this direct question about the Prophet 

(SAWS), "Does he betray?"  

 Abu-Sufyan replied, "No."[18] 

The Prophet (SAWS) did what was even greater than the spread of peace and security. When 

Thumamah-Ibn-Uthal embraced Islam, he was among the leaders of the Banu-Hanifa tribe and one 

of its biggest wheat traders.  At that time he swore that the polytheists in Makkah would not get one 

grain of wheat through him, because they hurt the Prophet (SAWS), unless the Prophet (SAWS) 

himself would permit.  Thumamah said, “By Allah! Not a single grain of wheat would reach you from 

al-Yamamah until the Prophet (SAWS) gives permission.”*19+ 

 

Quraysh then got worn-out since Makkah is a mountainous desert land that does not have 

agricultural facilities and depends totally on what comes to it from Thumamah-Ibn-Uthal.  

 

Makkah tried to resist for a while, but soon surrendered. The people of Makkah ran to Madinah 

giving up all their pride and arrogance, and hoping that the Prophet (SAWS) would permit 

Thumamah-Ibn-Uthal to sell them wheat. The leaders of Makkah told the Prophet (SAWS), “You 

command to keep kinship ties!”  So the Prophet (SAWS) wrote to Thumamah commanding him to 

allow them to have wheat carried to them.[20]   

 

  



 

By Allah! This is one of the wonders of the Prophet's (SAWS) biography.  

 

What Thumamah-Ibn-Uthal did was not against the Islamic Shariah[21] so as to be forbidden. 

Thumamah did not do anything against customs either, for who would be satisfied with trading with 

those who gave him injustice, repression, cruelty and fought him for years?  What Thumamah did 

was a great sacrifice by giving up great profits to prove his faith.  It would affect the polytheist of 

Makkah and hence their troops negatively, making them weaker and maybe even consider 

embracing Islam. Islam is the religion for everyone, a religion that Allah (SWT) has glorified and 

increased its followers and extended the land for its sake in all directions.  

 

It was possible that all this would happen because of the economical boycott that Thumamah had 

done, but the Prophet (SAWS) did not look at all of these interests.  He did not look with a 

politician's eye who would take advantage of situations.  He looked with the eye of a preacher who 

seeks guidance for everyone. He looked with the eye of someone seeking kinship ties, even if that 

relative was severing any bonds of kinship.  

 

The Prophet (SAWS) had previously said words that are more precious than gold, and his life was an 

actual application to every word he said.  He (SAWS) said, “A kinship tier is not the one who 

recompenses the good done to him by his relatives, but is the one who keeps good relations with 

those relatives who had severed the bond of kinship with him.”*22+  That was his attitude even with 

the polytheists of Makkah during his pledge to them.  

 

When the knights and leaders of Makkah came to the Prophet (SAWS) to announce embracing Islam, 

he met them very nicely and gave them a warm welcome.  Khalid Ibnul-Walid[23], Amr Ibnul-

'Aas[24] and Othman Ibn-Talha[25] came to him to announce embracing Islam, only a few months 

from ummrah al-Qada'.  It was also said that it was during month of Saffar, year 8 A.H.[26], and he 

never reminded them of their hostility with him.  Instead, he gave them significance by telling his 

companions that Makkah has given them its most beloved men[27].  When they sat with the 

Prophet (SAWS), he gave them a very good impression that is unforgettable.     

 

This is how Khalid Ibnul-Walid described those wonderful moments. Khalid related that when the 

Prophet (SAWS) was told about their arrival, he was pleased.  He said he put on the best of his 

clothes and headed to the Prophet (SAWS) when his brother[28] met him. His brother asked him to 

hurry up because the Prophet (SAWS) was told about his arrival and was pleased and is waiting.  

Thus Khalid walked faster until he showed up infront of the Prophet (SAWS)  who was smiling at him. 

Khalid stood infront of him and acknowledged him of his prophethood.  The Prophet (SAWS) praised 

Allah (SWT) for Khalid's guidance, then said that he had seen in him a mind that he hoped would 



only lead him to what is good.  Khalid asked the Prophet (SAWS) to ask Allah (SWT) to forgive him for 

his previous obstinate attitude at different occassions[29] towards righteousness.  The Prophet 

(SAWS) replied that Islam cancels everything that happened before embracing it. Then he asked 

Allah (SWT) to forgive Khalid Ibnul-Walid for all that he had done of repulsion away from Allah's 

(SWT) way.    

 

Khalid said that Othman and Amr then approached the Prophet (SAWS) and admitted their 

allegiance to him.  He said that they arrived in month of Safar, year 8 A.H., and ever since the minute 

he had announced embracing Islam he (SAWS) never treated any of  his close companions better 

than him[30].    

 

After all this faithfulness of the Prophet (SAWS) and the constant diligence that the treaty would 

continue until the time that has been agreed upon, the polytheists committed the greatest crime.  A 

major betrayal!  

 

Banu-Bakr was a tribe that had allied with Quraysh after the Hudaybiya treaty and thus all the treaty 

rules apply on them too. That tribe violated the treaty and broke the pledge and murdered men 

from the tribe of Khuza'ah who was an ally of the Prophet (SAWS). Even more, they followed them 

to the Mosque of Makkah and continued the killing there!  Quraysh then did not take a neutral 

position in that situation, but did what was worse[31]. They supplied Banu-Bakr with the weapons 

and actually fought with them inside the Mosque[32].  

 

The crime was combined and the violation was great, for it was not just a single murder that can be 

justified or apologized for.  It was a great number of murders, that in some narrations was claimed 

to have culminated in 20 victims[33].  Also Quraysh participated in this killing recklessly and this was 

only indicative of their hatred to Muslim alliances.  In addition, when the men of Khuza'ah sought 

protection in the secure sanctified Mosque of Makkah, Banu-Bakr still did not cease and continued 

killing with Quraysh, violating by that all the customs and laws. It is truly an awful crime!  

 

Khuza'ah then sought the Prophet's (SAWS) aid and it was a must then to take a courageous action 

bringing justice to that oppressed tribe. It was a must to stand firmly against this obvious violation of 

the treaty, and thus came the decision of the Prophet (SAWS) of the conquest of Makkah and 

backing of Khuza'ah.  

 

There is no way the Prophet (SAWS) should be blamed for this decision he took. Quraysh itself never 

claimed that the Prophet (SAWS) had violated the treaty with this decision he took because they 

knew that they had started with the violation and not him.  



Even after the Prophet (SAWS) has taken his decision, he still did not betray the leaders of Makkah 

even though it would have been easy to do so.  Instead, Makkah's commander and first leader Abu-

Sufyan came to Madinah to try and extend the duration of the contract to get out of this crisis.  He 

was seen strolling around Madinah, going here and there and talking to this and that.  Meanwhile, 

he was fairly secure and unafraid that he might get killed or be held as hostage Even more, he went 

to Madinah alone without any protection from his family or guarding by his troops. This is certainly a 

great testament to how safe people felt when signing a treaty with Muslims.  

 

Is it possible that a leader would visit a country with whom he is at war and walk freely around that 

country?  Would he feel that secure and safe?  What if that visit was after a frank violation on his 

part of a treaty signed with that country he is visiting?  

 

 Would that possibly happen in any place in the world?  Yes, it did happen, during the Prophet's 

(SAWS) era!  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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